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Our MissionOur MissionOur MissionOur Mission    
Growing as Christians, 
Reaching out to others  

 

Our VisionOur VisionOur VisionOur Vision    
We seek to become… 

A passionate, serving community 
church inspired through our 

worship of Jesus Christ. 
A base camp for learning where 
leaders are empowered, where  
children, youth and adults grow 

spiritually and seek to be in ministry 
to the community and the world, 

wherever there is a need.  
A sanctuary for all. 

 

Our Church StaffOur Church StaffOur Church StaffOur Church Staff    
PastorPastorPastorPastor    

Ryan Bennett 
 

Children & Adult MinistriesChildren & Adult MinistriesChildren & Adult MinistriesChildren & Adult Ministries    
Rebecca Little, Director 

 

Music & ArtsMusic & ArtsMusic & ArtsMusic & Arts    
Harry Robinson, Director 

Bryan Ward, Associate Director 
 

Youth MinistriesYouth MinistriesYouth MinistriesYouth Ministries    
Jason Sansbury, Director  

 

Executive  AdministrativeExecutive  AdministrativeExecutive  AdministrativeExecutive  Administrative    
 Assistant Assistant Assistant Assistant    
Pat Smith 

 

BookkeeperBookkeeperBookkeeperBookkeeper    
Marcia Rudd 

 

MaintenanceMaintenanceMaintenanceMaintenance    
Carl Wolhaupter 

 

Bethlehem PreschoolBethlehem PreschoolBethlehem PreschoolBethlehem Preschool    
Sissie Hargreaves, Director 

 
Sunday Worship TimesSunday Worship TimesSunday Worship TimesSunday Worship Times    

8:15 & 10:45 a.m. 
 

Sunday SchoolSunday SchoolSunday SchoolSunday School    
9:30 a.m. 

Thoughts . . .Thoughts . . .Thoughts . . .Thoughts . . .    
 

 

Below is a daily journal entry from our Bishop, Dick Wills.  I am posting 
this so you can get a glimpse of his heart as our leader.  The process he 
uses for his daily readings is called Life Journaling.  The letters you see 
down the left side by his writings (SOAPY) stand for Scripture, 
Observations, Application, Prayer, and Yield (how/what I will yield to 

God because of this).  If there is an interest in beginning this discipline of Life Journaling, I 
can get you more information and the daily readings.   
 

Blessings, 
 
 
 

 
Ryan  
 

S:S:S:S: Genesis 28:15 (The Message) 
All the families of the Earth will bless themselves in you and your descendants.  Yes. I’ll 
stay with you, I’ll protect you wherever you go, and I’ll bring you back to this very 
ground.  I’ll stick with you until I’ve done everything I promised you. 
 

O:O:O:O:  Jacob heard God speak.  The message was this: “Jacob, you are blessed and will be a 
blessing.  I have a purpose for your life, and I’m going to complete it.  I am with you and 
will not give up on you.” 
 

A:A:A:A:  Sometimes it is difficult for me to see my way as a follower of Jesus.  Like many people 
I want to be blessed by God.  When I do not feel blessed, then these are the times I have a 
tendency to wander away from God and God’s Will.  By that, I forget I am to live as a 
person of faith and prayer who gives witness to the Jesus who lives in me. 
 

What I read this morning reminds me I AM BLESSED!  Even when I feel sorry for myself, I 
am blessed especially when I look around at the other people in the world. 
 

The important lesson given to Abraham and to Jacob is this:  I am blessed, but these 
blessings from God are not for me.  Genesis 12:2 I am blessed to be a blessing to others 
(my translation).  Any blessings from God in my life are given to me so I can be a blessing 
to others.  This is a principle all followers of Jesus must realize if we are to find God’s 
purpose for our lives.  
 

I once served a church which was blessed in unusual ways.  The Bible taught me to teach 
our people that we were very blessed (even though there were many problems).  This 
blessing was not for our church, but rather the blessing was so we could be a blessing to 
others.  Since we were blessed, this translated into paying the first 13% of everything we 
received in offerings that weekend to the Conference for our apportionments.  Like the 
tithe, we gave more than a tithe by writing a check each Monday to the Conference to be 
applied to our Apportionment askings.  We were blessed and we had to live into being a 
blessing to others.  We did this by trusting God.  We learned to trust God that the other 
87% of the offering would be enough for that week as a church. 
 

Being a blessing means more than giving money to Conference Apportionments.  It means 
giving our blessings to people no one else wanted.  That was my purpose and the purpose 
of our church. 
 

Even in the hardest times, I could trust God was with me (us) and would not give up on 
us. 
 

P:P:P:P: Father, thank you for the many blessings in my life.  Help me to remember each day 
these blessings are not for me.  They are blessings so I can be a blessing to all who you 
send into my life. Thank you!  Love, Dick 
 

Y:Y:Y:Y: I give up the notion of just wanting blessings from God just for myself. 
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Room in the Inn Room in the Inn Room in the Inn Room in the Inn     
 

Room in the Inn continues until March 27, 2010.  
There is a need for tube socks, and warm clothing for There is a need for tube socks, and warm clothing for There is a need for tube socks, and warm clothing for There is a need for tube socks, and warm clothing for 
our guests.our guests.our guests.our guests.  There are also several opportunities to 
serve Bethlehem’s Room in the Inn program.  Sign-up 
sheets are located in the Gathering space.  For more information 
about how to serve with BUMC, please contact Lisa McIntyre Lisa McIntyre Lisa McIntyre Lisa McIntyre at 
or Frank OakesFrank OakesFrank OakesFrank Oakes. 

Inquirer’s Class in FebruaryInquirer’s Class in FebruaryInquirer’s Class in FebruaryInquirer’s Class in February    
 

Each Sunday morning during the month of February, an 
Inquirer’s class will meet in CLC 205 during the Sunday School 

hour (9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.).  This class is for 
anyone — member, regular visitor, first-time 
visitor — who wants to know more about 
Bethlehem United Methodist Church or the 
United Methodist Church as a whole.  Pastor Pastor Pastor Pastor 

Ryan Bennett Ryan Bennett Ryan Bennett Ryan Bennett and other church staff other church staff other church staff other church staff will lead the class.  If you 
have questions, please contact Pastor Ryan Pastor Ryan Pastor Ryan Pastor Ryan at 
rbennett@bethlehemumc.com or 794-6721. 

Adult Sunday School ClassesAdult Sunday School ClassesAdult Sunday School ClassesAdult Sunday School Classes    
    

Two adult classes will begin Lenten 
studies in February.  The Omni Class Omni Class Omni Class Omni Class will 
be studying Celebrate the Risen Christ by 
Andy and Sally Langford.  The Fenton Fenton Fenton Fenton 
Warren Warren Warren Warren Class has chosen Uphill Climb: 
The Passion Story by Bill Hybels.  Other 
adult Sunday School classes will be 
deciding on curriculum in the next couple of weeks.  If you have 
suggestions for an adult study, contact our adult ministry 
stewards Jim MelroseJim MelroseJim MelroseJim Melrose or Elizabeth BuryElizabeth BuryElizabeth BuryElizabeth Bury. 

2010 Fish Fry2010 Fish Fry2010 Fish Fry2010 Fish Fry    
 

The date for the Fish Fry this year is July 16July 16July 16July 16.  Mark 
your calendar now for this church-wide event.  More 
info to follow later.  Questions, contact this year’s 
co-chairs:  Sharon Brugman Sharon Brugman Sharon Brugman Sharon Brugman or Patty Jarnagin.Patty Jarnagin.Patty Jarnagin.Patty Jarnagin. 

Blood Drive February 21Blood Drive February 21Blood Drive February 21Blood Drive February 21    
 

The next blood drive will be on Sunday, 
February 21 from 8:00 a.m. until noon in the 
gym.  Questions or for more information, 
please contact Nancy McNulty.Nancy McNulty.Nancy McNulty.Nancy McNulty. 

Aid for Haiti Earthquake VictimsAid for Haiti Earthquake VictimsAid for Haiti Earthquake VictimsAid for Haiti Earthquake Victims    
 

To date BUMC has collected $6,489.25 that will be sent to 
UMCOR (United Methodist Committee 
on Relief) for the Haiti Earthquake 
victims.  Remember that 100% of funds 
sent to UMCOR is sent to the affected 
area, since our apportionments pay the 

administrative costs for this agency. 
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Children’s NewsChildren’s NewsChildren’s NewsChildren’s News    
Rebecca Little, Director of Children’s Ministries 
 

Last week Bethlehem Preschool was awarded a 
certificate for being one of the top ten 
preschools in Williamson County!! (and there are a lot of 
preschools!)  Each year we are assessed by Williamson County 
according to the Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scale 
(ECERS). 
 

They went further to recognize each 
preschool by their personal assessment 
ranking and Bethlehem Preschool 
ranked #2 from our assessment score 
for 2008.  The 2009 rankings are not 
out yet, but our score was even better 
in 2009! 
 

We are so thankful for our hard-working directors, teachers 
and board — and of course, the great students. 
 

The annual Bethlehem Preschool fundraiser will be March 11March 11March 11March 11.  
Plan to join the fun! 

Monthly Mission Monthly Mission Monthly Mission Monthly Mission ———— February 7 February 7 February 7 February 7    
 

The monthly mission for February will be on 
Sunday, February 7Sunday, February 7Sunday, February 7Sunday, February 7.  That day we will collect 
cans of soup that will be given to Feed 
America First.  Following worship service, 
the youth will sponsor Souper Sunday where you can help the 
youth with their fundraiser project by joining them for lunch 
immediately after the 10:45 worship service — see Youth 
News section for more information on this event. 

Alarm SystemAlarm SystemAlarm SystemAlarm System    
 

Please be aware that the security alarm is turned on during 
times when no one is at the church.  If you come 
by the church to pick up or drop off something 
and find an unlocked door, do not assume that 
means the alarm is turned off.  There have been 
many entries made recently when the alarm was 
on and the alarm company has to contact 
church staff to be certain that the police are not 

needed.  Please contact a church staff member if you need to 
be at the church during a time when the church is not open.  If 
you come by and find a door unlocked, contact Pat Smith Pat Smith Pat Smith Pat Smith to 
let her know what door is unlocked.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Pat Smith Pat Smith Pat Smith Pat Smith at 794-6721 or 
psmith@bethlehemumc.com 

Youth NewsYouth NewsYouth NewsYouth News    
Jason Sansbury, Director of Youth Ministries 
 

Here is a reminder to everyone that we are 
hosting our now annual Soup Cook-Off 

competition on Sunday, February 7February 7February 7February 7.  Even if you 
don’t plan on entering a soup into the 
competition, please plan on coming help us 
judge the soups and enjoy some grilled cheese 
sandwiches as well.  We promise some tasty 
soups, a good time of fellowship and you will be 
home in plenty of time for the hours and hours 
of the Super Bowl pre-game show.  Remember, 

all donations go towards helping purchase new youth room 
furniture, which is much needed.  If you have questions or need 
more information, please contact Jason Sansbury Jason Sansbury Jason Sansbury Jason Sansbury 
jsansbury@bethlehemumc.com or 794-6721. 
 

On Sunday, February 21February 21February 21February 21, we will be having our late winter/early 
spring parent meeting at 12:00 p.m. 
in the Banquet Hall — immediately 
following the 10:45 a.m. service.  At 
the meeting, we will talk about 
some help for our upcoming 
fundraisers, as well as some of the 
upcoming events and retreats 
through the end of this coming 
summer.  Harry Robinson will be joining the group to share 
about June’s Choir Tour.  Also, we will be talking about River of 
Life, our mission week, that will be coming to Franklin and 
Bethlehem in 2011.  Please make plans to join us for this meeting! 

Broadway at Bethlehem February 20Broadway at Bethlehem February 20Broadway at Bethlehem February 20Broadway at Bethlehem February 20    
Nancy McNulty, Coordinator 
 

A salute to fifty years of Broadway hits is the theme of this year’s 
Broadway at Bethlehem set for Saturday, February 20 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Old Sanctuary (Bethlehem Performing Arts Center) 
which includes a dessert extravaganza and cool Silent Auction.  
One of Broadwayworld.com’s top 
performers of 2009, Dietz OsborneDietz OsborneDietz OsborneDietz Osborne, has 
agreed again to host the star-studded 
evening which helps underwrite the March 
12-20 world premier of “Southern Fried 
Funeral.”  Tickets are on sale first for our 
Bethlehem family and can be purchased in 
the Gathering Space on Sunday or by 
contacting Nancy McNultyNancy McNultyNancy McNultyNancy McNulty.  They will be made available to the 
public beginning this week so don’t miss it cause it will sell out! 
To help with desserts, contact Liz Maden Liz Maden Liz Maden Liz Maden or sign-up on Sunday at 
the ticket table. 

Inclement Weather PolicyInclement Weather PolicyInclement Weather PolicyInclement Weather Policy    
 

The Church’s inclement weather policy is to cancel ALL ALL ALL ALL 
activities EXCEPTEXCEPTEXCEPTEXCEPT worship services when Williamson 
County schools are closed.  That means if schools are 
closed, all programming at the church is cancelled for 
that day.  Worship services will always be held regard-Worship services will always be held regard-Worship services will always be held regard-Worship services will always be held regard-
less of the weather.less of the weather.less of the weather.less of the weather. 
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Stewardship as of January 24, 2010Stewardship as of January 24, 2010Stewardship as of January 24, 2010Stewardship as of January 24, 2010    
 

Worship Attendance 
 01/17/10  296 
 01/24/10 299 
Sunday School Attendance 
 01/17/10   123 
 01/24/10  171 

Operating Weekly Offering 
 01/17/10     $       9,981.60 
 01/24/10    $     10,446.75 
 

2010 Weekly Operating Needs   $     14,337.04 
2010 YTD Operating Income   $      43,886.35 
2010 YTD Operating Budget Needs  $     57,348.16 
2010 Pre-Paid Operating Pledges (2009)  $     24,450.00 
2010 YTD Building Fund Income   $          370.00 
2010 YTD Building Fund Expenses   $            00.00 

Mark Your Calendar Mark Your Calendar Mark Your Calendar Mark Your Calendar     
for These Upcoming Eventsfor These Upcoming Eventsfor These Upcoming Eventsfor These Upcoming Events    
 

January 29 - 31 •Warmth in Winter Retreat  
   for Youth 
 

February 7 •Inquirer’s Class Begins 
   (Meets Each Sunday in February) 
 

February 17 •Ash Wednesday 
 

February 21 •Bloodmobile 
 

March 11 •Preschool Fundraiser 
 

March 14 •Daylight Savings Time Begins 
 

April 4  •Easter Sunday 
 

April 5  •Church Office Closed for Easter 
 

April 17  •Church-wide Garage Sale 
 

April 26  •Bethlehem Open Golf Tournament 
 

June 14 - 18 •Vacation Bible School 
 

July 16  •Fish Fry    

Bethlehem United Methodist ChurchBethlehem United Methodist ChurchBethlehem United Methodist ChurchBethlehem United Methodist Church    
2419 Bethlehem Loop 
Franklin, TN  37069 
615-794-6721 
Pastoral Emergency:  Pastoral Emergency:  Pastoral Emergency:  Pastoral Emergency:  260-8412 
www.bethlehemumc.com 
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